Kaposi's sarcoma in homosexual men: an immunohistochemical study.
A recent outbreak of disseminated Kaposi's sarcoma has been recognized in homosexual men in New York, San Francisco, and Los Angeles. Biopsy specimens of skin lesions were obtained from nine of these homosexual men in Los Angeles and San Francisco. T lymphocyte subset antigens, factor VIII-related antigen, and HLA-Dr antigen were evaluated in situ in frozen sections using immunoperoxidase technics. Factor VIII-related antigen and HLA-Dr antigen were present on tumor cells, supporting a vascular endothelial origin of this neoplasm. Langerhans cells and T lymphocytes were present in numbers similar to that of normal skin in skin specimens from seven patients with Kaposi's sarcoma with visceral dissemination, but were increased in specimens from two patients with only cutaneous involvement.